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STEP INSIDE

THE MONARCH

FORMER HIGHLANDS PIZZA SPOT IS THE
LOUISVILLE MUSIC SCENE’S BEST-KEPT SECRET

Lifestyles What was once a favorite pizza joint in the Highlands has transformed into a space

Kirby Adams its founder hopes will revolutionize the Louisville music business. ¢ “We’re trying to

LLJ‘;'XSTV;'; :f:;:'/jg:;"a' find new solutions in an industry long overdue for innovations,” said Mark Roberts.

e Located in the former Bearno’s Highlands building at 1318 Bardstown Road, Rob-

erts took over the space and opened The Monarch Music & Arts Community two years ago as a space to elevate the

Louisville music scene and encourage collaboration and discovery between artists and the community. ¢ “There is an

incredible amount of talent in our city but they don’t all know each other,” Roberts told the Courier Journal. “The music

scene can be disconnected so we’ve created a place that looks and feels like home. It’s a comfortable space where folks
can hang out, work together, find each other and where everyone is welcome.” see THE MONARCH, Page 6C

Mark Roberts outside of The Monarch Music & Arts Community at Bardstown Rd. in Louisville. CLARE GRANT/COURIER JOURNAL
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The Monarch

Continued from Page 1C

The idea for The Monarch came from
house concerts that Roberts hosted in
his own home. Small, intimate gather-
ings with local and regional artists.

“It’s all about fostering a community
through a co-working space, a creative
hub, and a resource center for artists,
musicians, and patrons of these cre-
atives so that we can all better connect,”
Roberts said.

With an intimate listening room that
holds an audience of five dozen people,
another area filled with overstuffed so-
fas that look like they came out of your
great aunt’s living room, a homey kitch-
en, a second-floor rehearsal space, and
an enormous back patio filled with
stunning wood sculptures, a ping pong
table, and foosball, The Monarch isn’t
quite like anything else in the city of
Louisville. Recently Roberts trans-
formed the building’s garage into an ad-
ditional listening space where artists
can perform or rehearse.

“Our mission is to encourage, pro-
mote, and support original music and
the local artists that make it,” said the
owner. “It’s like a BYO country club for
musicians, music lovers, and creative
people.”

Since opening the membership-
based music and arts venue, it has host-
ed over 200 shows with national touring
artists including Jason Isbell, Margo
Price, Jim James, Nappy Roots, Michael
Cleveland, and Katie Toupin. More than
500 local and regional artists have per-
formed at The Monarch as well as 250
touring artists, two dozen international
musicians, and 10 Grammy Award-win-
ners.

The space has a beautiful antique bar
in the listening room but drinks are not
sold. If you come to see a show at The
Monarch, you're welcome to bring your
own beverages and snacks. An intimate
space is by design, only 60 people can
attend each show in the room which is
dimly lit with candles and a few vintage
lamps. Work from local artists are hung
on the walls.

Roberts said the concept of bringing
artists together in an intimate space is
working.

“I have seen national touring artists
come through here and meet local art-
ists and then take them out on the road.
I have seen artists of different genres
meet and start producing together. I
have seen artists get record deals in this
place,” he said.

Many shows at The Monarch are free
or donation-based with the money
raised going directly to the artist. More
recently, Roberts has begun ticketing
some of the concerts. Additionally, the
building is available to host fundraisers
and private parties, all of which help the
nonprofit business to keep the lights on.

“I'have been making this whole thing
up as I go,” Roberts told the Courier
Journal. “I don’t presume to know
what’s right but I do know I will work
hard to figure it out.”

Here’s what else to know about The
Monarch Music & Arts Community.

Who can become a member
of The Monarch Music &
Arts Community?

The Monarch is a 501(c3) and doesn’t
sell anything — the doors stay open
through membership fees.
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The listening room at The Monarch Music & Arts Community. They put on shows throughout the week which is free to

practice room on June 24. This room is open for musicians and artists to practice and use the space how they
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anyone, but you can buy a membership to be able to access the building throughout the week.

The living room at The Monarch. Members have keycard access to the building

and can use the facilities as they wish.

Outdoor patio at The Monarch.

“The goal is to make this a member-
hi ined ization, right now

not need to be a musician or artist.
bers are given access to the space

P
we have about 250 members and we
hope to increase that number to 400
members in the future to make this sus-
tainable,” Roberts said.

Members must be 21and over and do

to use for business meetings, and re-
hearsals and receive a weekly newslet-
ter that includes upcoming musical per-
formances. Membership fees for artists
are $25 per month. For nonartists, the

Outside of The Monarch.

fee starts at $50 per month.

“Our members have at-will access tc
our facility and some of the best, most
unique musical experiences in the city,
Roberts said. “Being a Monarch member
is also one of the best ways to support
original artists in our community.”

Why is the music venue
called The Monarch?

The owner says there are a couple of
reasons he named the old Bearno’s pizza
joint The Monarch.

“The first is that the chrysalis stage is
the new beginning for the butterfly and |
hope this place can be that for artists
and creatives in our city,” he said. “The
second reason is a nod to the butterfly
effect, the concept that we can do this
little thing here in Louisville and it can
have a big impact and influence on a
large scale.”

How much does it cost to attend a
show at The Monarch?

Alimited number of tickets are avail-
able for each show and no more than 60
people are seated in the listening room
at one time. Currently, most shows are
free with a suggested donation for the
artist but as Roberts books bigger
names to perform in the intimate space,
he plans to increase the price per ticket.
Currently, ticketed shows at The Mon-
arch start at $20 per ticket.

A list of performances and the num-
ber of available tickets for each show are
listed on The Monarch website at the-
monarchmac.org.

Reach features reporter Kirby Adams
at kadams@courier-journal.com.
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